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Expanding Business & Non-Business General Aviation
Industry Classification methodology

The Industry Class process uses the 3-character operator ID (AAL, RPA, etc.) for
flight mapping to the Industry class table

With this methodology, flights numbers beginning with N directly followed by at least
one number, are considered as non-business general aviation, N, Industry Class

However, according to NBAA, many of their members use their N tail numbers as
call signs and therefore are being incorrectly classified as non-business general
aviation, N, instead of business general aviation, B

Utilize the publicly available FAA Aircraft Registration database to obtain additional
information on “mission-type” of N# aircraft which do not have a 3-letter call sign
« Aircraft Reqistration | Federal Aviation Administration
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https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_registry/releasable_aircraft_download
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_registry/releasable_aircraft_download

FAA N# Aircraft Registration Categories

« When applying for registration, the applicant must select the type of registration
being applied for
 AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION APPLICATION

« N# Aircraft are cataloged under 8 registration categories
Individual

Partnership

Corporation

Co-Owner

Government

Limited Liability Company (LLC)

Non-Citizen Corporation

Non-Citizen Corporation Co-Owner
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 Utilize these registration categories to assign more granular Business & Non-
Business General Aviation Industry Classification for aircraft which do not have a
3-letter call sign and use their N# registration as a flight number
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https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/AC_Form_8050-1_revised_04-2024_PA.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Form/AC_Form_8050-1_revised_04-2024_PA.pdf

Using FAA Registration Categories to Identify N# Aircraft
as Business/Non-Business General Aviation

Size of FAA Grouped Registration Categories into Industry Class Categories

Industry Class ___ Count | Percent _

Non-Business General Aviation (N) 240,451 80.0%
* Individual

« Partnership

» Co-Owner

« LLC

Business General Aviation (B) 54,047 18.0%
» Corporation

» Non-Citizen Corporation

* Non-Citizen Corporation Co-Owner

Government (M) 5,556 1.8%
Other (not able to identify) (O) 943 0.2%

Data is based on September 25, 2025, extract.
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Expanded Business Methodology Industry Class
Composition Change Across NAS

Percentage of Flights in each Industry Class

Classification Industry Class % Industry Class % with Change in
With Initial Expanded Business Percentage
Methodology Methodology
B 9.4% 13.7% 4.4 pts
C 44.9% 45.0% -
F 3.4% 3.4% -
M 5.3% 5.6% 0.3 pts
N 28.7% 24.0% (4.7 pts)
O 8.3% 8.3% -

NAS-wide data for October 2024, January 2025, April 2025, and July 2025
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B & N Composition Change at a General Aviation
Airport vs. NAS-wide

Daily NAS-Wide Percentage of Flights in B & N Industry Class

Classification Industry Class % Industry Class % with Change in
With Initial Expanded Business Percentage
Methodology Methodology
B 9.8% 14.2% 4.4 pts
N 31.1% 26.3% (4.8 pts)

Daily TEB Percentage of Flights in B & N Industry Class

Classification Industry Class % Industry Class % with Change in
With Initial Expanded Business Percentage
Methodology Methodology
B 55.2% 61.1% 5.9 pts
N 30.5% 24.7% (5.9 pts)
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Data is based on July 17, 2025
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